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Financial Times 2010/3/8 0O 0O OO

DE Shaw broadens Asian reach

DE Shaw, the $24bn hedge fund founded by mathematician David Shaw, is
to open offices in Shanghai and Tokyo as part of an expansion in Asia,
according to people familiar with the situation.

The Shanghai office, to house a team of private equity analysts, will increase
the group ' s presence in the region and mark its first expansion into
mainland China. It will focus on acquisition opportunities in China.
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ARCHITECTURE AND
APPLICATIONS OF A
HETEROGENEOUS,
MASSIVELY PARALLEL
MACHINE

David Elliot Shaw
Department of Computer Science, Columbia Unmiversity, New York, New York 10027
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The organization of an experimental, massively parallel machine called NON-
VON is described, along with some of the typical artificial intelligence
applications for which the machine is intended to provide significant perform-
ance and cost/performance advantages over conventional computer systems.
The machine incorporates an active memory, which is constructed using
custom, very large scale wntegrated (VLSI) chips. Each chip contains a
number of simple processing elements and a small number of larger process-
ing elements, each capable of controlling the operation of a subset of the
active memory. A simplified, preliminary prototype of the NON-VON archi-
tecture is now operational at Columbia University.

Performance projections, derived through detailed analysis and simulation,
are summarized for applications in the areas of rule-based inferencing, com-
puter vision, and knowledge base management. The results, most of which
are based on benchmarks proposed by other researchers, suggest that NON-
VON could improve performance of such tasks by as much as several orders

of magnitude, compared to a conventional sequential machine of comparable
hardware cost.
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